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lo SEEM TO’ BE! RUNNING INTO: EVEN: MORE! THAN: USUALi 
DIFFICULTY IN! ARRANGTNG: APPOINTMENT: WITH: NYERERE® 


2e MEANWHILE! WEI LEARN: FROM: -GOOD: SOURCES: NYERERE! 
DISTURBED» EVEN! ANNOYEDBY™: BIAFRAN’ INTRANSIGENCE: ON’ 
RELIEF! SUPPLIES: SHIPMENTS: AHD!:HE! MAY WELL: ALREADY 
HAVE! SO: EXPRESSED: ‘HIMSELF! TO! LOCAL! BIAFRAN: ‘REPRESEN®. 
TATIVES* iT: WOULD: NOT RPT NOT BE: UNLIKE: NYERERE! To: 
FEEL! THAT HE!NEEDS!:NO: RPT. NO ENCOURAGEMENT: FROM: OTHERS: 
TO! APPRECIATE! HUMANI TARIANi-ASPECTS: OF! THE: PROBLEM’ 
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FM USMISSION: USUN. NY : 
TO: SECSTATE- WASHDC. 2578 
INFO: AMEMBASSY’ LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY .LONDON: 
USMISSION’ GENEVA 
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REF? DEPTEL! 291841 

REs UN AND: NIGERIA 


WHEN: I SPOKE: TOi ROLZ- BENNETT. (UN!) TODAY. ALONG LINES REFTEL I 


_OISCOVERED: SYG: HAD: ALREADY SENT CABLE TO: GOWON: ON’ SATURDAY 


(TEXT POUCHED: BROWN/UNP) IN: WHICH: HE: NOTED: UNICEF. AID: IN NIGERIA 
THROUGH: ICRC:-ANDi'SAID OTHER: UN HUMANITARIAN! ORGANS. WERE: READY: 
TO: MAKE: CONTRIBUTION: WITH: NIGERIAN: CONCURRENCE: AND’ ALSO: TO “CHANNEL: 


THER: SUPPLIES: THROUGH: ICRC« ‘REFERRED: TOUNIGERIAN: AGREEMENT ° “TO: 
ENSURE: ACCESS: TOL AIR -AND: SEAPORT’ WHICH: ‘WOULD: PERMIT: OVERLAND 
TRANSPORT ‘OF: RELIEF: SUPPLIES: TO: CENTRAL! EASTERN! REGION® 


SYG: ALSO STATED: HE: ‘WOULD: BE! GLAD! 0 SEND: REP: ‘TO! LAGOS. IMMEDIATELY’ 
TO! DISCUSS: MODALITIES: OF" HUMANITARIAN: TASKi IF: GOWAN: AGREED. 
ALSO: REFERRED: TO: HITS: APPEAL! IN..GENEVA TO! “THOSE! TN: CHARGE! IN’ 
CENTRALI | EASTERN: REGION” TO\.COOPERATE! WITH: EFFORTS: “TO RELTEVE 


SYTUATION* 

ABOVE!: STATEMENT AND. OFFER: OF: HUMANITARIAN: REP MADE::ON: 
BASIS: BRITISH: REPRESENTATIONS: ‘PURSUED: HERE! SUBSEQUENT. 
TO! CARADON/BALLI TALK: ‘IN: LONDON: (LONDON*S: 1g75} 


HMILDYARD! (UK!) 
WAS! ice WAY’ ‘TOI MOVEs 
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IN: UIeHT® OF: THIS: ‘STEP. ALREADY ‘TAKEN. BY SYGs. I TOLD: ROLZ> *BENNETT 
I WOULD: INQUIREL‘OF. DEPT FURTHER: ABOUT» STATUS: SPECIAL! ICRC! ‘REP ® 


COMMET? SYG: ‘HAVING: TAKEN: THIS STEP, THERE! SEEMS: TO: BE: NO: 
ALTERNATIVE: BUTS TO WAIT UNTIL! REACTION: ‘HAS’ BEEN - RECEIVED! 
FROM:-NIGERIA»® .ONE REMARK: OF: ROLZ=BENNETT*S: IN:. COURSE: OF: 
CONVERSATION. INDICATED SYG PROBABLY HAS LABOUISSE: IN MIND 
AS' THE: REP» 


aun stance i aC A AS ER EEE MERE RROD TI GET 


GP oho 


PEDERSEN 


CONFIDENTIAL! 


AND 


Whe asta Date _ UY 


Aafenas POUL AVF Brtea- eens 


| Portman ofS REGAN 


Ul 
ED CRISS 
IW 
| CONFIDENTIAL: 556 S Q\ 
PAGE| @1 GENEVA, 94943: 1549182. 4 
22 o>. 2 Rens se _ a 
ACTION. AFI £5! 08 ee BY eas ae 


INFO! EUR 15% FO: 1ascs: “B4aSCTA. ®29SRi 1 20RM: @32AID. 28,NSA B2sCI AE OB, 


ODE! @05GPMI O4yHi B24 ENR! B79Li B3yNSC 192P O4sRSC: B1sSP O2,8S 200 


RSRi BIN / 164. W 


wor te nwew omen a cece 


o; 


USTA. L2xE! 15p 


ep 


Ri 1509562: JULI68:. 
FM USMISSIONI'GENEVA, 
--TOCSECSTATE! WASHDC! 8155! 
INFO: AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 
AMEMBASSY’.LONDON! 
AMEMBASSY*.LOME! 
AMEMBASSY’ ‘CONAKRY 


ChOUND RF: DeDUEENDT Ts A, LI GENEVA. 4943: 
REF# LAGOS: 10818; (NOTALI) 
FROM! PALMERI 3 


lo iT OCCURS: TOUME! THAT: ICRC( MEGHT: -BE: ABLE! SECURE: QUALTFITED: 
AFRICAN’ MECHANICS: THRU! A. Di-SPONSORED: HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
MAINTENANCE!-CENTERI AT LOME! AT’ LESS: EXPENSE! THAN! EUROPEAN’ 
OR!:US SOURCES* FURTHER! ADVANTAGE! WOULD: :BE! TO! YDENTIFY* 
APRUCANGY ATT LORCUREFL OSE SERFORTSs - 1: MU GLE MENT TON! 


MAX: WISH COMMENT REL FEASIBILITY ® 


2» ALSOUOCCURS: TO: MEL THAT® IF} UwS% - CONSIDERING: FINANCING: { 
ADDITIONAL! TRUCKS: FOR! TCRCy: WEL COULD!.LOOKi INTO: POSSIBILITY f 
ACQUURING( THEM! FROM MACK SOMOVA. PLANT CONAKRYW>. THEREBY: | . 
MELPING: GOCCWT THi/DOLLARI;-RESOURCES: REQUIRED! TO: PURCHASE: 
SPARE! PARTS: FROM 'U’S% FOR] EXISTING! FLEET ®» ‘WASHINGTON: 
WILL! UNDOUBTEDLY” MESH! COMMENT” BEFORE! ANY: -APPROACH: MADE! 
TO! GOG* - 
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SUBJECT: Nigeria, Press Summary July 14 and 15 

1, Washington Post in Sunday editorial headed Let Biafra Be Fed, refers 

U Thant voicing full concern world community in calling on Biafran regime 
accept food sent through Nigeria, Spectacle its people starving has 
brought Biafra considerable degree Western journalistic and popular 
sympathy; Nigeria with superior resources and more complicated cause 

has found itself relying on expensive paid ads, Yet pity is no substitute 


for political understanding. Nigeria trying keep country unified, It 


has might to crush Biafran rebellion but has held back partly out of 
military discretion, partly out of awareness military solution could 
re poison chances for national reconciliation, Sticking point is Biafra's 
fear Nigerian vengeance, This far from contrived fear in view earlier 


toll slaughtered Ibo civilians. Nigeria heeds exert itself demonstrate 
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benevolent and fair treatment people in retaken areas, grant them oa 
cs a7, ans {> 
Drafted by: a Tel. Ext Telegraphic transmission and Wit send ‘ 
AF:AF/P: 'RLPerkins: mb 7/15/68 2105 didesicaisicesessueai AF/P: RLPerkins one 
Clearances: ; i 
AFW :RMMelbourne 
| RMSE 
| UNCLASSIFIED 
| FORM pe 399 Classification 


8-65 


DECHASSIEIED = 


Asatuority (| VND . ee : 
yal nee ma @) 


& 
f 
i 
t 
t 


hy 


FORM 


. GONTINUATION SHEET 


Page__2 of telegram. to Amembasy LAGOS. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Classification 
RE 


reasonable measure self-government, World community ought turn its concern 
here as well as immediate relief crisis, Post also reports crash Sabena 707 
ferrying arms Belgium to Lagos. From Uppsala Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary WCC, says Swedish, Danish and American church agencies 
seeking charter flights directly to Biafra. Said agencies affiliated WCC 
negotiating purchase and charter planes. Two Constellations may be bought 
from Air France by German Protestant Inter-Church Aid Agency in collabora- 
tion with ICRC. 
2. NYTimes July 14 carries letter FMG Ambassador Joe Iyalla outlining Ibo 
designs on minority areas in former Eastern region, referring parallel 
American Civil War experience of Lee handing sword to Grant relying on 
Lincoln promise bind up nation's wounds, This is moral for Nigeria, share 
Lee's faith and end fighting followed by process reconciliation, Anthony 
Lewis piece from London: view there Nigerians being reasonable and Ojukwu 
intransigeant. Soundness this view somewhat in question after British 
newsmen interview Col. Benjamin Adekunle last Thursday, Adekunle called 
idea massive relief Biafrans QTE misguided humanitarian rubbish UNQTE, 
said any food Nigeria allowed in would just go for Ibo soldiers, QTE If 
children must die first, then that is too bad, just too bad. Ojukwu could 
stop the war UNQTE. More important than these not altogether moderate 
words is his statement he would not let Port Harcourt be used for relief 


shipments, Some of sting Adekunle's interview removed by FMG proposal 


Friday for land corridor from Enugu, HMG under powerful attack from all 
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sides for allegedly letting humanitarian principles be overwhelmed by loyalty 
political abstraction of united Nigeria. Spectator quoted as saying policy 
on Biafra would go down in history as Labor government's QTE wickedest and 
most disgraceful act UNQUOTE, 

3, Times July 14 also aarries story New York interview Dr. Nwonye Otue, 
Biafra US rep, calling for airlift, repeating familiar poisoning charge, 

and Al Friendly Lagos piece expecting Biafra rejection Arikpo offer. 

Friendly adds Nigerian and foreign welfare experts agree overland route, 
though in theory best, cannot in practice meet estimated 200 to 400 tons 

per day neéd. Condition Enugu airport deteriorating steadily in 53 weeks 
since war began, now believed incapable handling more than DC-6, Long range 
jets would have to deliver Lagos, which only open 12 hours per day, and 
transship by road or in smaller planes of which few available, 

4, Baltimore Sun July 15 carries William Schmick story Lagos headed 

Weather, Red Tape Hinder Relief to Biafran Refugees, After familiar 

review relief problem in Biafra itself, he says situation not much better 
outside Biafra on roughly 20,000 square miles FMG troops have recaptured, 
Suffering worst in southeastern area around Ikot Ekpene and Uyo. RC officials 
estimate 300 persons dying there each day while hundreds tons relief supplies 
stored Lagos cannot reach them. Dr, Timothy Udondek, head Nigerian RC said 
QTE it's a hughe bottleneck UNQTE, After 30-36 hour trip Lagos-Calabar, 


goods taken by ferry Oron, where loaded on trucks and moved 30 miles 
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up to disaster area, But ferry can only make one trip a day and only one 
5-ton turck, Result is only 150 tons supplies delivered in past three 
weeks, and now some 300 tons stacked up Calabar, according Udondek, He 
said QTE with a steamer, twelve 5-ton trucks, 5 land rovers, 3 pickup 
trucks, 2 motorcycles we could do job, We could do three trips a day, 
move 180 tons a day and offer some effective relief, And we could really 
use helicopter UNQTE, Three trucks, three landrovers, two Volkswagen 
buses now en route Calabar since it recaptured last October, Supplies 
could be flown from Lagos but government has priority over sole DC-3 

for military purposes, Seasonal rains worst in 30 years, Storage 
facilities Oron virtually nil, .supplies in great danger rotting almost 
immediately, 
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IN FRONT PAGE: EDTTORAIL: JULY’ 15, SUPPORTING 
RECENT NTUC’ STATEMENT AGAINST “INTERNATIONALIZING: THE 
NIGERIAN CRISIS") NEW NIGERIAN WARNS THERE: MANY NIGERIANS. 
WHO! NOT SURE‘FMG: IN CONTROL OF. AID: SITUATION® CITING: 
ARTKPO*S' JULY: 12° STATEMENT. THAT ALL’ RELIEF: SUPPLIES: WOULD 
BE CHANNELLED THROUGH ICRC’ AND THAT NO FOREIGNAIRCRAFT: 
| WOULD’ BE’ PERMITTED VIOLATE NIGERIAN AIRSPACE EDITORIAL 
| > CLAIMS: THAT EVEN AS HE! SPOKEs ARIKPO: KNEW THAT PERMISSION 
GRANTED TO "AN AIRCRAFT OF! A FOREIGN: AIR FORCE. TO: LAND 
IN NIGERIA AND! TO! CONTINUE! TO-ENUGU IF AIRPORT CONDITIONS 
PERMIT» NEW NIGERIAN’ AVERS: THAT "TELLING: HALF: TRUTHSN 
TO! DECEIVE PEOPLE: IS WORST’ THING ARIKPO CAN: DO SINCE: THE: 
PEOPLE! ARE WITH! THE GOVERNMENTs HOWEVER» "IN: QURi - 
CIRCUMSTANCES. IT NOT EASY BE PATRIOTIC’ IT IS DUTY: OF FEDERAL’ a | 
GOVERNMENT TO JUSTIFY CONFIDENCE: OF: THE COUNTRY*® LET: THE: : | 
GOVERNMENT BE. WITH: THE! PEOPLE®" : | 
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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN: RELTEFs ICRC: PERSONNEL AND 
EQUIPMENT REQUESTS: 


REFS STATE 201817(ATDTO! (5733 AND! STATE 2011822: 


(AIDTO CYR! X) 7437)8- GENEVA 4043 


Jo PERSONNEL® BELIEVE: EMBASSY: HAS: MADE’ CLEAR’ THAT ICRC 
“LAGOS! HAS' FORWARDED: REQUEST: FOR: PERSONNEL! THROUGH: TeRC 
GENEVA; TMOAMERICAN! REDI‘CROSS: (ARCH AND! NOT" REPEAT .NOT: TO: f 
UioSe- GOVERNMENTS: IN: ‘CONVERSATIONS: WITH ‘EMBASSY: OFFICERS: : i 
TODAY> ZCRC! OFFXCTALS: ‘MERE! CONFERMED! REQUEST FOR! "RELYEF 
SPECTALISY" >» WHICH’ IN. CONTEXT OF REQUEST FOR: 

MECHANICS» MEANS: VEHILCLE! MAINTENANCE! SUPERVISOR! AND: 

NOT REPEAT NOT SENIOR: EXECUTIVEN LBEN. HiAYDON:) o 


2o-VEMTCLES’ ICRC( TELLS: USU BRITISH! HAVE: PROMISED! 5 
VEWICLES». MOSTLY FIVE TON: TRUCKS! AND:-SOME! LANDROVERS» 
TWENTYSFIVE! ARE] NOW ON! THE! WATER OUZY HAVE! ADDITIONAL: 
REQUIREMENT FOR: 25! MORE! TRUCKS” PREFERABLY GASOLINE =POWERED. 
FRVESTON' MODELS» 'WHIGH! THEY: ASKING US: SPECIFICALLY * TO: 

MEEW TF: DEPARTMENT /AID: FAVORABLY ‘DISPOSED! TO: VENECLE:. 
REQUEST» IT’ WOULD! OBYIOUSLIV ‘BEU:SENS IBLE: PROV EDE! PERSONNEL! 
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REQUESTS. IN! PARA. 1 THIS: TELe WE: CONVINCED! THERE! DEFYNITE: 
NEED! FOR AT LEAST 25). ADDITIONAL! TRUCKSy. GIVEN: PRESENT. 
OVERALL! RELIEF: ‘PICTURE’ “DEPT WILL] OF! COURSE! | WISH! CONSTDER: 
PERSONNEL! AND! VEHICLE/-REQUESTS: INS! . 

IGWT GENEVA. -4943% WHIECHI 

FROM: LAGOS: SEEMS: UBEFUL! SUGGESTION | 


Bo AIRCRAFT? © ICRC! INFORM: Us: THAT BRITISH ARE: NOT REPEAT’ 

NOT. GOING: TO! SUPPLY MUCH: MORE! THAN] THE! ‘FOODSTUFFS: AND: 

VERT CLES: THEY: ARE! NOW ‘COMMITTED: To: DELIVER ACCORDING: 

TO! RELIEF! COORDINATOR: HITZ. ICRC! LOOKING: Yo: US: TO! SUPPLY 

ITEMS! ON! LUST: THEY’ GAVE! HUNTTLAGOS: 19819) WHICH! BRITISH: 

UNABLE!:SUPPLY >» - “TOP'UPRIORETY IS: GIVEN: TO: TRANSPORT: 

AYRCRAFT AND: HELICOPTER: HITZ: BELIEVES: MOST: URGENT NEED: Vs: 

FOR: SMALL! PLANES FAVE! ‘OR: SIX: PASSENGER} WHI CHICAN! BEUSED: 

TO’ MOVE! KEY PERSONNEL! ‘AROUND! QUICKLY) PARTICULARLY: ~ 

FYELD: COORDINATOR :BULLEd «WHO: HAVING. GREAT: DIFFICULTY: 

VISITING SCATTERED! RELIEFS DISTRIBUTION: TEAMS! INI. WIDELY / 

_ SEPARATED! AREAS» »SUCH TRANSPORT ESSENTIAL: IN! ‘OUR! QUDGMENT 
TO: COORDINATION. AND: OBTAINING! INFORMATION NECESSARY: EFFECTIVE: 

RELUEF! OPERATION 

DSG) )6. 

VENT FOR! -DC#4. OR: ‘SIMILAR: TRANSPORT: 

ALSO! REMAINS: HIGH. . 


4 eMEDICALI TEAMS¢ REGARD! PARA. 3: REF) Bo “DIFFICULT: To: SAY 

‘NOW: WHETHER! ICRC COWELL: REQUEST 'U'sS% SUPPORT : -OFi MEDICAL: 
TEAMSS © ‘APPEARS: TO: ‘USS THIS: ‘WILL!-DEPEND: ‘ON! ‘FUNDS: AVAILABLE! 
ICRC: BUT WOULD! EXPECT SALARIES: ‘SUCH! PERSONS‘. AT MINIMUM: BE: 
PROVIDED! BY* ‘CONTRIBUTORS, IF! YCRC: NOT. IN: ‘POSITION: PAY: 
OPERATING COSTS: iU'e S's oSPONSORED!: OPERATING: TEAMSs COUNTRY TEAM: 
SEES: NO! QBYECTION: DRAWING: ‘ON! WORLDWIDE!:D DISASTER) RELIEF 
ACCOUNT FOR! PAYMENT ‘SUCH! OPERATING! COSTS®. 


o FEELD! HOSPITALPH ITZ. ANTICIPATES: POSSHBLEi NEED! FoR: 
SUcaP ANDI ‘SUGGEST: ‘DEPARTMENT: EMPLORE! POSSIBILITIES). 


- SEEUSEPTEL! RE! PROCUREMENT” VESSEL! FROM! ABJDGANo HITZ 
SPrUESCPEECC Cee WOULD! BE! EXTREMELW' USEFUL ‘WESTILL: 
EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES: WITH JOMNU HOLT’. & (COMPANY AND! 
PROMISED! KEEPI:US: INFORMED SUGGEST’ ‘HOLD: ACT EONHUNT IE! 
NEEDCUGS* -ASSTSTANCET:CONFERMED® 
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70 HITZ STRESSES: NOw THAT HE! Is. COMING: TO: US’ FOR 

ITEMS: BRITISH: UNABLE) PROVIDE’ WE! ANXIOUS: KNOW SOONEST 
WHAT UsSe PREPARED! DO: IN’ ORDER SEEK HELP. ELSEWHERE! SOON’ 
IF: NECESSARY. 
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5! ANSWER TO: QUESTIONS: 2 AND: 5: STATE’ 201459 PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY 
= TO: STRESS’ FACT: THAT. VICTIMS OF’ NIGERIAN CONFLICT’ ARE! NOT JUST: 
iB INSIDE: REBEL! HELD: LINES: AND: THAT: THERE BIG RELIEF JOB IN AREAS: 
= WHICH’ NOW IN’ FEDERALI-‘HANDS: AND:-OVER: WHICH: WAR HAS SWEPT | 
s THOSE NEEDING: RELYEF IN! THESE: AREAS. ARE: 1BOS: AS: WELL: AS: } 
a MINORITY: TRIBESMEN» — 
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fe COUNT: POSADOWSKYs. HEADI-OF: THE! AFRICAN: BUREAU OF THE: ‘GERMAN: 
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Mr. James MacCracken >-C-\B\ 


July 15, 1968 


divisions of Overseas Ministries 
Church World Service Department ~ 
475 Riverside Drive . 
New York, New York 10027 


Dear Mr. MacCracken: 


I have been requested by Secretary Rusk to respond to your telegram 
of July 8 concerning the Nigerian relief crisis. L am enclosing 
copies of this reply which I trust you can forward for me to Bishop 
Edward E. Swanstrom, Catholic Relief Services, Mx. Barnard A. 
Confer, Lutheran World Relief, and Mr. Frank L. Goffio of CARE, 
fellow signatories to your telegram. 


The United States Government is in thorough agreement with your 
appraisal that the only realistic means of assistance to the suffer- 
ing people in Biafra is the opening of the shortest possible land 
route {nto Biafra. . We are at the moment engaged in all. feasible 
steps to encourage this course of action. We have been informed 

by the International Committee of the Red Cross that the Federal 
Military Government will cooperate with its plan to establish 

such a land route. 


The Biafran authorities, however, have not as yet given their assent 
to the land route method of shipment and have stated publicly that. 
only air flights diréctly into the territory they control from 
outside Nigeria are acceptable vehicles for relief assistance to 


_ their people. fhe United States Government, as you know, recognizes - 
‘the Nigerian Government ‘and does not recognize Biafra. 


president Johnson, because of his concern over the impasse on relief 


transport, ina statement made July il, 1968 (copy enclosed), spoke 
of our "growing grief and horror" aroused by the terrible loss of © 
lige and suffering in Nigeria and appealed urgently "to all those 


| bearing responsibility to allow supplies to get to the people who, 
_ go desperately need them." The President's statement, expressive 


of our real concern at- the Nigerian situation, included ‘the remark: 


‘While we have no intention of interfering in Nigerian affairs, we ~ 


do not. believe innocent persons should be made the victims of pol- 
itical maneuvering”) en oe 
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As you know, the United States Government has contributed substantially 
to the relief efforts being coordinated by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross. We are studying further measures to relieve the 
plight of all persons involved in this tragic situation and fer- 

vently hope that this tragic situation can soon be resolved. 


Sincerely yours, 


Thomas H. E. Quimby 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for African Affairs 


| cledgatt : ae | | 
» AF/ : Ghtrach: ket: 7/12/68 
Enclosures: 


1. Copies of letter to Mr. MacCracken 
2. Statement by the President 
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AF - Mr. Heubeck 7/10/68 
susseciTel to the Secy fm Edward E, Swanson dtd 7/8 re the crisis in Biafra. 
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DE NA@@3 PD 17 EXTRA WUX NEW YORK NY 8 345P EDT | 
HONORABLE DEAN RUSK, SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPT OF STATE ° = 
| Re | 
WASH DE | a _ | : -) 
CRISIS IN NIGERIA HAS REACHED THE POINT THAT THOUSANDS ARE- CO 


_NOW DYING EVERY DAY STOP THE ONLY REALISTIC MEANS OF ASSISTANCE 


| | | DV 
ON A PRACTICAL SCALE IS OPENING OF SHORTEST POSSIBLE LAND ROUTE a ae 
INTO BIAFRA STOP SUFFICIENT SUPPLIES FOR IMMEDIATE SHORT TERM | R6 4 
RELIEF NOW AVAILABLE IN SAO TOME AND FERNANDO POO STOP WE URGENTLY | wo 
REQUEST UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT USE STRONGEST DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE | a 
BOTH SIDES NIGERIAN CONFLICT AND ALL CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS Paes 
TO EFFECT IMMEDIATELY SOLUTION RESPECTFULLY | Se 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES USCC BISHOP EDWARD E SWANSON LUTHERAN ce 
WORLD RELIEF BERNARD A CONFER CARE FRANK L GOFFIO CNN CHURCH : Ne 
“| WORLD SERVICE JAMES MACCRACKEN : ee 
448P EDT, : . * Mare ee NS | 
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COIN F.1D E: Ni T IT AL! SECTION { OF’ 2 GENEVA. 4054 

SUBUs ICRC: AND: NIGERIAN: RELIEF: 

FROM: PALMER: | 

to IN! DISCUSSION: NIGERIAN, RELTEF! NEEDS: WITH ICRC (DIRGEN: 


3 GALLOPIN': AND: MAUNOTR)) - TODAYs. 1: REVIEWED: US: POSITION» ‘STRESSING 
3 ws US: CONCERN: RE:: ‘MUMANTTARIAN:. ASPECTS: OF: PROBLEMa ; INTEREST IN 


2. KEEPING: ICRC! IN! EOREFRONT’.OF! OPERATION: AS! OVERALL: COORDINATOR 
% ANDi. STRONG ‘HOPE! THAT. OUUKWU! CAN: BE’ PERSUADED: ACCEPT LAND 
2 CORRIDOR! AS RELIEF’ CHANNEL I EMPHASIZED USEFULNESS. OF- PROPOSAL) ' 


- 

A NOW! BEENGC ACTED: UPON: BY* FMG» © IMMEDIATELY TO! OPEN: RELIEF: -COORIDOR 

A. TOL FRONT? . “THEREBY: ‘COMMITTING: FMG( TO: “FOLLOW: THROUGH: AND: TESTING. 
FITRMNESS: OF: ‘OUUKWUIFS: REFUSAL! TO: ACCEPT AID: THROUGH: FMG: TERRITORY® 
SAID! THAT: WE! ‘REALIZED!-AIR® EFT ING: RELIEF: SUPPLIES: WOULD’ HAVE. 
PSYCHOLOGICAL! IMPORTANCE! AND! WE: WISHED! SEE: IT PROCEED: ‘BUT: ‘UNDER®: 
STOOD! IT: WOULD: NOT’. REALL Y* DO: ‘HUMANITARIAN: JOB o 


2e- GALLPIN: RESPONDED: THAT ICRC INi:CLOSE! GENERAL! AGREEMENT: 

US: POSITION®-HEt AGREEDI-BTAFRAN: POSITION: ‘MAIN: ‘STUBLING: BLOCK: ‘TO: 
SUCCESSFULi OPERATIONis SAIDI THAT: INITIAL ‘BIAFRANUREACTYON: “FO! LAND 
CORRIDOR: ‘PROPOSAL! WAS: TO: REVECT. IT: OUTRIGHT». BUTICRE: ‘MAD: 
SUCCESSFULLY'®: URGED: FURTHER! CONSIDERATION» ICRC:CONTINUES: PRESS: 
BIT AFRANS: TO: ‘AGREEY ‘STRESSING: THAT: ONLY LAND: CORREDOR: WOULD: PERMIT’ 
“SURPLIES: BE: MOVED: IN: ‘SUFFICIENT: QUANTITY: ‘TO: MEET: RELIEF! ‘NEEDS 
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THAT WARTON: AIRLIFT ‘CAN®T DO JOB! REPEATEDLY’ STRESSED TO BIAFRANS== 
MOREOVER’ IT. IS: EXTREMELY* EXPENSIVE. AND: ‘DIFFICULT : TO PERSUADE: 
DONORS: CONTRIBUTE: TOURSKY: ‘FLYSBYSNIGHT OPERATIONe ICRC: HAS NO 
CLEAR! RESPONSE: AS YET FROM: BIAFRANS« ICRC: DELEGATE UMUAHITA HAS: 
RECENTLY ®. COME! OUT. TEMPORARILY™ TO: ‘SAO: TOME: WILL! PROCEED: TO SANTA 
ISABELi WHERE! HE! WILLI:DTScuss: ‘BIAFRAN: SITUATION: WITH: DE' HELLER» 

WHO: UNABLE! GET INTO: BIAFRA: -AND: ‘EXPECTED. BACK: IN: GENEVA ABOUT iguLy 
17 (RATHER THAN: JULY 2G: AS: ‘PREVIOUSLY EXPECTED) ® MISSION: W7LL' 
FOLLOW: ‘UP! WITH DE! ‘HELLER AND: REPORT « 


3e ON IDEA ICRC: COOPERATION. TO ENABLE: FMG PROCEED. WITH LAND. 
CORRIDOR! FROM? ENUGUs -GALLOPIN: INDICATED: ICRC: SAW MERIT IN IDEA BUT 
SAID: HE' COULD NOT GIVE’ FLAT ANSWER: UNTIL: HE: COULD: DISCUSS: 

PROJECT: WITH! ‘DE: HELLER® J” INFERRED: HE’ WISHED: SEE! IF. SOMETHYNG COULD: 
STILL: BE: WORKED! OUT” WITH: OUUKWUi BEFORE: PRECIPI TATING ISSUE ‘SO 
STARKLY» 


4o RE! FACT FIINDER# GALLOPINi SAID! COMMITTEE! STILL: HAS’ PROPOSAL 
UNDER! CONSIDERATION« HE: SAW NEED: FOR: DUALi FUNCTION’ OF! COORDINATION 
OF! :OPERAT TONS: ON: “SCENE! AND: ALSO: PROMOTION: OF: ‘CONTRIBUTIONS: BY 
DONOR! STATES::AND' ASSIGNMENT: PRIORITIES» PRESENT’ ICRC: ‘OPERATION 
GALLOP'IN THOUGH! WAS: ALREADY REASONABLY WELL! COORDINATED* WHILE: 
AGREEING: THAT: SENIOR FACT® »F INDERYCOORDINATOR: COULD!:DO: USEFUL: JOB 
EVENTUALLY». GALLOPIN™ ‘THOUGHT’ THAT: IMMEDIATE! NEED! WAS. TO’ GET 

SUPPLIES: MOVING TO! CRITICAL! AREAS*- HEi- SEEMED! HAVE: CONFIDENCE 
moo INI HITZ: AND! PRESENT ICRC! TEAMS | ‘HE! EXPRESSED! FEAR THAT: IF: 

: PRESTIGIOUS: FACTSFINDER! WERE! APPOINTED: NOW. IY WOULD RESULT: IN: 

SIGNIFICANT “NEW! FLOW: (OF) RELWEF) SUPPLIES. WHICH: COULD NOY BE 

HANDLED: BY: EXISTING: MACHINERY e - THIS IN; TURN: WOULD: DISILLUSION 

i DONORS* 'GALLOPINI MADE: CLEAR» HOWEVER» ‘THAT HEI.SAW NEED FOR SENIORi | 
COORDENATORi OF | WORLD::REPUTATION: AS: POLITICAL! OBSTACLES WERE: 
pad AND: RELUEF: PROGRAM: GREW. IN: SCALE*° 


AGAIN STRESSING: Ma INI- PROBLEM ts: TRANSPORTATIONS. ‘NOT ONLY | 
rol ors ea (cur cot earns. ‘NEAR: BIAFRA»- BUT MORE: PRESSINGLY: INTO : t 
BIAFRAs:MAUNOTR! SAID! 'HE! HAD: TO FACE: POSSIBILITY: BYAFRANS MIGHT : j 
CONTINUE: REFUSE! TO: ‘COOPERATE! IN, SETTING: UP: LAND! CORRIDORe : ; f 
GALLOPIN INQUI RED: AGAIN: AMAILABIEITY: ‘US: AIRCRAFT s T TOLD HYM ‘US 
“WAS: GIVING: ‘MATTER URGENT. ‘CONSIEDERAT EON’: BUT: DISCOURAGED! ‘HIM FROM 
THINKING: WE: ‘WOULD! BE! ABLET SUPPLY" AIRCRAFT: FOR: ATRLIFT™ INTO 
BEAFRAS: 
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60 TO: BALANCE: BIAFRAN EMPHASIS» I: REAISED: QUESTION NEEDS: ON 
FEDERAL: SIDE’ WITHOUT DETRACTING: FROM: URGENCY GETTING BIAFRAN 
LIFT’ UNDERWAYs {IT SEEMED: TO: ME! IMPORTANT FOR ICRC: TO: GET RELIEF 
OPERATION: ‘GOING: INi IKOT’ EKPENE: AS: SOON! AS: POSSIBLE: IN: OROER: 
OEMONSTRATE: TO: BOTHi FMG: ANOi BIAFRANS: THAT PROGRAM: WAS. MOVING INTO 
MIGH! GEAR IN: AFFLICTED: AREAS*® : GALLOPIN:.AGREED: BUT SAID IT 
OIFFICULT: FOR: LCRC: TEAMS: TO: OPERATE: WHILE: IKOT EKPENE: CONTINUES 
UNOER: ATTACK* GALLOPIN:-SAYD: LAGOS» ENUGU: ROAD: OPEN». ANO: HE: ‘THOUGHT 
ENUGU! AIRPORT USABLE*® OFSCUSSION! OTHER: AIRPORTS: INOICATED. LACK: OF: 
FIPRM! KNOWLEDGE: THEIR’ CONOTTION» GALLOPIN: ‘SAITO: ICRC: WOULO! 

ENDEAVOR CHECK®e [CRC HAS: SOME! REPORTS: THAT SOME: RIVERWAYS - 

NEAR PORT HARCOURT MINED OR: BLOCKED BY SUNKEN: VESSELS ICRC 

HAS: OELEGATE’ IN' CALABAR: ANO: TWO MEOICAL: TEAMS, BUT SO: FAR' NOT’ 
ABLE! EFFECTIVELY MOVE: SUPPLIES: INLAND: ‘DUE) INABILITY FMG: FORCES. 
PROVIOE: MUCH' ‘HELP HAS: SOME: SHIP! TRANSPORTATION! LAGOS! ‘TO: SANTA 
ISABLE» WITH! OPTION. TO: CALABARe ALSO! BELWEVES: IT WILL! HAVE: ‘CHARTER 
SHIP! TO: CARRY» AMONG OTHER: THINGS’ LORRIES: FROM SANTA ISABLE: ‘TO 
CALABAR FOR: INLANO: TRANSPORTAT LEONI UNICEF) REPORTEDLY WILL: CON« 
TRIBUTE LORRIES» AS: WELL! AS: BRITISH: 


79 YN! CONNECTION: NEED: FOR, LORRIES» GALLOPIN: SATO: IT WAS: OTFFICULT 

ICRC! APPEAL: TO: DONORS FOR’ MORE’ LORRIES: WHEN SUPPLIES ALREADY 

AVAILABLE! NOT MOVING*s I AGREED’ BUT: URGEO! NECESSITY: PLANNING FOR 

BREAK® THROUGH: CONTINGENCY e ‘SUGGESTEO! IN: THES: CONNECTION: THAT 

AT: LEAST’ A MODEST RESERVE: COULD! BE! BUILT UP» ON! THE: SPOT OR 

PROMISEOs. TO: AVOTD: POSSIBILITY: TAT IF! OUUKWU- AGREEO: LAND: CORREOOR 

THERE! WOULD: NOT’ BE: MEANS:. AVAILABLE! FOR! QUICK: ANO! MASSIVE! 

MOVEMENT” FOOD: ANO!.SUPPLIES® - GALLOPIN: INQUIRED: IF:-US. PREPARED ‘HAVE! 

TRUCKS: AVAILABLE! FOR: QUICK: CALL» UP! [Fi NEEO! ‘DEVELOPEO f PROMISED 
TO. FOLLOW, UPi IN! WASHINGTON® 
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USUN: NEW YORK? 2099 


COO!N'F: 1 DEN: T T A L SECTION 2: OF 2 GENEVA 4951 


So 1 MENTIONED: POSSIBILITY SECURING MECHANICS. THROUGH’ 
AID! HEAVY - EQUIPMENT CENTER: LOME: (GENEVA 4O4%3}0 GALLOPIN' TOOK 
NOTES. SAYING: ICRC: POLICY AFRICANTZE: OPERATIONS AS MUCH! AS!:-POSSIBLE. 


90 - REATSED QUESTION SUYTABILITY FOODS: BEING: OFFERED: ICRC. 
GALLOPIN RESPONDED: NO MORE! MILK: PLEASE% ENOUGH: FOR: NEAR: FUTURE: 
AVAILABLE® MAUNOIR COMMENTED: ADEQUATE: FACILITIES PREPARE: ‘DRTED: 
‘MILK: NOT READILY AVAILABLE: SUCH AREAS AS‘ BIAFRAS INADEQUATE: OR 
UNSANI TARY PREPARATION’ COULD: ENFORCE! FOOD! POTSONING: RUMORS WHICH 
NOW. A/ PROBLEM’ MOST PRESSING: FaQD: NEEDS: ARE! STOCKFISHS - MEAT 2 ' 
BABY’ FOOD. AND: MEDICINES» f 


iO. ON! PERSONNELS ICRC:.HAS: ABOUT. 36: PEOPLE! ON MAND» INCLUDING : 
FOUR: MEDICALSSOCIAL: TEAMS* S3X MORE) TEAMS: IN: PROSPECT» { 
NUGOSLAV: RCCHAS: ‘OFFERED! TWOs. ANDUBRITISH ADVENTIST ‘CHURCH, ONES : of 
AMERICAN ADVENTISTS: REPORTEDLY ALSO: OFFERING: ONE® ICRC’ MOST: 

PLEASED: WITH TEAMS:OF! MISSOURI: LUTHERAN: SYNOD, WHICH IT WILL: | 

AS! BRIEF: AND: GENERALLY HELP: NEW TEAMS» GALLOFINI WOULD BE: MEETING 

TOMORROW: WITH! UNHCR: ANDO: HOPED: LATTER: MIGHT BE ABLE To SECOND. 

EXPERIENCED! PERSONNEL»: 


lye. REFERRED: TO: UNDOUBTED: PRESSURES. BUILDING UP ON: ICRC LAGOS 
ANDi INBUTREDi AS: ‘TO! ICRC! NEEDS» INCLUDING: PERHAPS. NEED: FOR. SOME® : 
_ONE!: LIKE GLEN: HAYDONY ‘OFFERED BY* ARC®: GALLOPIN: SAD: HYTZ ON: . fe 


CONFIDENTIAL: d 


AND 


Al nose MDE 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
PAGE 2 GENEVA 04954 OP OF Oe 4521437 


SPOT AS’ CHIEF: AND: ICRC: WISHES: AVOID, DUPLICATION: FUNCTIONS® HOWEVER» 
ICRC’ LAGOS Has ASKED! DEI HELLER TO CONSIDER OTHER: POSSIBILITIES 

FOR! UTILIZING: HAYDON*S: SERVICES: AND. ICRC: GENEVA. AWAITING. DE 

i WELLER®S RECOMMENDATION! ON HIS .RETURN® MISSION: WILL: PURSUE. 

AFTERI DE’ HELLER#S: RETURNe 


$20 MENTIONED: THAT IT WOULD: BE. HELPFUL) IF: ICRC: KEEP. US: FULLY 
INFORMED’ NEEDS. AND CONTRIBUTIONS: OF FERED®: ICRC: WILL COOPERATE, 


13% THERE: IS: NO: ICRC: MISUNDERSTANDING.: ON "BLOCKADE" {STATE 
262083: AND LAGOS: {9822}. ; 


b4o. GALLPIN HOPED: US WOULD: BE: ABLE To CONTINUE USE ITS DIPLOMATIC 
GOOD: OFFICES: TO: FOSTER SOLUTION OF: RELIEF: PROBLEMs SPECIFICALLY 
INQUIRED IF: US COULD: PERSUADE: FOUR COUNTRIES: RECOGNIZING: BIAFRA 
TO! -PERSUADE OVJUKWU' SEEi REASON® I BRIEFLY AND VERY GENERALLY 
OUTLINED US EFFORTS. IN THIS. RESPECT’ AND: WITH REFERENCE: TO: OAUs 
SUGGESTEDI ICRC: SEND: A. MAN’ TO: NIAMEY MEETING: -OF: OAU: | 
COMMITTEE ON NIGERIA. GALLOPIN WONDERED IN! VIEW. PAST DIFFICULTY 
(HOFFMAN: VISTT KAMPALA. WITHOUT ADVANCE WORD! To: LAGOS) WHETHER 
FMG: WOULD’ WELCOME’ I SUGGESTED ICRC: APPROACH FMG: IN THYS: 
REGARD: ANC GALLOPIN SAID’ ICRC: WOULD CONSIDER. 


150 COMMENT: I WAS’ WELL! IMPRESSED: BY GALLOPIN®’S GRASP OF : 
PROBLEM: AND: BELIEVE. OUR: DISCUSSION: INDICATES: WE ARE: OPERATING ON 
SAME! WAVE:. LENGTH’ | THINK: ICRC: HAS: MADE. GOOD: BEGINNING» BUT - 
aT WE WILL! NEED! TO: STAY IN CLOSE: TOUCH: WITH. THEM: BOTH: IN LAGOS 
ANDi GENEVA. TOi ASSURE THAT RELIEF: PROGRAM DEVELOPES. SATISFACTORILY: 
TOC MEET EXPANDING: NEEDS« 


16° 1 BELIEVE IT. PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT THAT WE: ENCOURAGE: ICRC : 
TO! PLAN FOR! LONGER: TERM» AND! IN: THAT CONNECTION THAT WE! BE: 
RESPONSIVE: TO: ICRC: REQUESTS: FOR, AIRLIFT’ TO: FORWARD: POSITIONS ON 
PERIPHERY OF! 180: HEARTLAND! AND. FOR! OTHER! TYPES: OF: LAND: AND SEA 
TRANSPORT® I ALSO: BELIEVE! WE! SHOULD! REVIEW: CAREFULLY TEMS 
(ESPECIALLY FOODSTUFFS) WE! ARE. PRESENTLY SUPPLYING: TO MAKE 


ABSOLUTELY SURE! THEY ARE! NEEDED: 
BSOLL aN 


AND: SUITABLE» TUBBY’ i ; | | | | 
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GENEVA FOR PALMER 

SUBJECT: Nigerian Press Summary July 13 

1. July 13 press features new US relief announcement and Arikpo neea conference 
Lagos. 

2, Baltsun front pages William F. Schmick report under head QTE Lagos Designates 
Roadway to Ship Aid to Biafrans UNQTE. FMG today designated road it said could 
be used ferry relief supplies hundreds of thousands Hepcins Biafran war refugees. 
Packing, shipping supplies would be handled exclusively by Red Cross and delivery 


depend only on willingness secessionist forces cooperate, FMG Fonmin Okoi 


er 7 


Arikpo said FMG has said before it willing open relief corridors to shrinking 


territory held by rebel forces. Today offer considerably strengthened by 
naming specific stretch road from central eastern region town of Awgu to agreed 


point in rebel territory on Okigwi road. Supplies could be airlifted Enugu a y 
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[ from whence trucked 25 miles south to Awgu. In taking this further step observers 7 
noted intention today's statement pin blame for suffering directly on Ojukwu. Announce- 
ment follows wave world concern about war victims and two days before start OAU consulta- 
tive meeting in Niger on relief problemi; RAF Hercules with 18 tons UK Govt. food 
concentrates due here tomorrow, Little optimism Ojukwu would agree Okigwi road offer. 
Arikpo also mentioned possibility railroad corridor under ICRC. 

3. In separate Washington story Sun reports 1.3 million in US relief made available for 
Biafra. Although Americans have no assurance supplies will get to breakaway state 
Biafra, they hopeful accord will permit supplies be transported Biafra under ICRC control 
after FMG inspection. Latest food for peace shipment consigned UNICEF underscoring 
increasing UN involvement in emergency. ICRC today scheduled receive second half earlier 
1,1 million shipment. Most food either stockpiled Lagos or forward points as Enugu, 
Calabar, some being used feed refugees in areas taken by federal forces. In Ikot 

Ekpene area for example needs people found considerable. Many belong tribes with little 
sympathy for rebellion of Ibos, dominant tribe in eastern Nigeria, Story then reviews 
previous USG and private contribution figures. 

4, Times heads US Increases Food Relief to Both Sides in Nigerian Civil War. Ties 
McCloskey announcement previous day$s plea of President. US sources said privately 

US still hoping cooperate in multinational relief program coordinated ICRC. They said 
if both Lagos, Biafra agree, US would furnish sdeevabt including helicopters, shuttle 


accumulated relief supplies now piling up Fernando Po and in Port Harcourt. Also said 


US C-130 cargo planes could operate from & Ascension or Fernando Poj. US would prefer 


truck convoys. In Friendly story Lagos Arikpo announcement land route featured, Arikpo 
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said Enugu route more practical than Port Harcourt which still a battle area, ‘third 
Division Commander Col. Benjamin Adekunle told British visitors there yesterday port 
required exclusively for military supplies. Arikpo said Adekunle’s remarks condemning 
proposed relief efforts for Biafra those of soldier and did not represent official 
FMG policy. He said he thought President's appeal both sides not allow political 
considerations obstruct télief activities had been misdirected. As far as FMG concerned, 
that is what we doing already. On question on number of deaths malnutrition, Arikpo 
noted secessionists had & formerly claimed large stocks on hand to enable them hold 
out indefinitely, He did not believe any estimates starvation deaths, ranging 200 to 
3,000-a~day, from Biafra, Such figures QTE just vile propaganda UNQTE. 
5, Washpost in shorter story features Arikpo, McCloskey announcements, In Uppsala 
Nigerian and Biafran church leaders met at WCC, reportedly considered preparing 
statement urging church body seek ceasefire and peace talks. Rev. Inya Okata Agha Ude, 
39 year old Presbyterian minister from Umuahia, repeated food poisoning charges. 
6, Each of three papers carries strong pro-Biafra letter to editor. 
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REF; Lagos 10802 


Appreciate your timely and most helpful report on Nigerian relief operation, 


(hoe tctoz _]| 
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PUBJECT: Coastal Vessel for IGRG 


REF: Abidjan 3720 


1. Does Lagos regard vessel possibly available Abidjan (reftel) as suitable ffo 


ICRC requirements, 


Ko tov 


2. For Abidjan: Would appreciate knowing whether LCT type vessel alluded to 
reftel available for charter and when repairs might be completed. 
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In view unresolved problem which has arisen affecting first sentence Ref Cy 
request that you not rpt not raise its substance in talk with ICRC officials, 
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FOR PALMER 9 
SUBJECT: Nigerian Relief and ICRC ~ 


REF: A. Lagos 10740, B. Geneva 4003 

1, All pertinent telegrams have been repeated to you and are available in 

Geneva for reference regarding various aspects relief problem, However, believe 
you may find following useful as checklist in your discussion with ICRC officials. 
2, We are in accord with view expressed Lagos Ref A re apparent ICRC confusion 
over blockade (Ref B). It apparently difficult for ICRC headquarters to under- 
stand that access to remaining rebel-held territory involves passage through FMG 
territory no matter where supplies landed unless air lifted, in which case 
aircraft would pass over FMG territory. 

3. US prepared make aircraft available for transport within Nigeria and even to 
Santa Isabela (Ref B) but not for landings or air drops in Biafra without specific 
approval and understanding FMG for such flights, including guarantees from both 


sides that aircraft would not be fired upon. If ICRC wishes contin flights 
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[ into Biafra suggest charter with large airline from neutral country in order to avoia | 
confusion with arms flights occasioned by present charter arrangements. 
4. Arikpo press conference July 12 announced plan for Federal convoy to drive 25 miles 
south of Enugu to deposit relief supplies for Biafrans under ICRC auspices, We currently 
are interested whether identification of ICRC with project will be publicly emphasized 
and extent of FMG official presence with convoy, Arikpo also announced willingness FMG 
to consider ICRC-controlled airstrip in Biafra and are awaiting Biafran response to 
ICRC proposal. We hope ICRC Geneva will have more precise information. 
5. US supports ICRC leading role in obtaining cooperation for relief operations between 
FMG and Biafran authorities and urges organization to persist with maximum effort to 
continue this, We trust ICRC will continue to press Biafrans for agreement on land 
route. As yet we have little information concerning response ICRC representative in 
Biafra has been getting from rebel regime, 
6, One other essential step which ICRC could take now would be appointment of fact-—finder 
to go Nigeria/Biafra, 
7, Since little info here on extent of assistance being provided ICRC by other govern- 
ments and private organizations it would be most valuable if ICRC could agree to provide 
such information periodically, This data essential in order avoid duplication. by our 
effort and to be available to demonstrate international character of relief operation, | 
8, You could usefully inquire re organizational expansion plans ICRC to cope with | 
increasing magnitude of relief problem. Is ICRC satisfied with technical and personnel : 
assistance it receiving from governments and private agencies on epert? Could League of — 


Red Cross Societies be usefully employed? 


- FYI. Both we and British increasingly worried by reported organizational | 
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aabastestss ICRC in Nigeria, Related to organizational problem is question whether | 
ICRC is effectively coordinating assistance that is furnished by other governments 
and voluntary agencies, You should also be aware growing resentment on part ARC 
officials at what they regard as cavalier treatment accorded ARC sponsored highly 
(That 
qualified volunteer for relief work in Nigeria who not yet accepted. /problem not solely 
affecting 
one/#BRXEXEAHE ICRC, demonstrated by report that British having problem with FMG in 
negotiations to admit additional expatriate relief personnel. END FYI. 
10, Finally, you may wish ask ICRC if it has given consideration to probability relief 


needs may continue over an extended period, even after cease fire, 
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